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President’s Message
Ray Potempa
With early morning cool temperatures and the first leaves starting to change color; our autumn
season of Lake Kegonsa has arrived. It is with some sadness I will start my fall chores of winterizing
the boats, removal of piers, and all of the other familiar activities associated with the coming of
winter. My condition is tempered however when I recall all of my enthusiasm last spring in getting
everything ready for our season. This is all part of our wonderful lake living experience.
County shoreland zoning proposals continue to remain important topics to riparian land owners
especially in the unincorporated areas of the county. These proposals have a direct effect on property
values and land owners’ rights which are critical issues to the FOLKS membership. Due to the
importance of these proposed zoning changes, a special FOLKS committee has been established to
specifically study proposed county zoning changes and make recommendations on how FOLKS
membership concerns are being expressed. If interested in participating on this committee, please
contact FOLKS Bd. Member John Olsen, who is chairing the Committee, for additional details.
Please see the enclosed article on lake levels which provides insight on actual changes in Kegonsa’s
level during the recent past. In my opinion, there is something very significant in the data which is
not very oblivious to the causal observer. Previous high water conditions have resulted in substantial
increases in Kegonsa’s levels with the upper lakes’ levels moderated. With technical expertise and
careful observation of water monitoring devices, Kevin Connors and the staff of the Dane County Land
& Water Resources Department have avoided the mistakes made in the past in controlling water
levels on Kegonsa. I say thank you to Kevin and LWRD staff for the consideration given to the FOLKS
membership.

For More About FOLKS, Visit Our
Website at WWW.Kegonsa.org
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August Lake Levels Highest Since 2000
Late summer rains brought Lake Kegonsa to its highest level since 2000 causing some damage
to lakeshore property. Dane county has established target maximum and minimum levels for
the summer months. The target maximum for Lake Kegonsa is 843.5 ft above sea level. On
August 1 the lake level was about 5” below this maximum, and at a level that is favorable to
most Lake Kegonsa riparians, especially those with piers in the shallow areas of the lake.
Within two weeks the level had risen 5” and reached the summer target maximum. By August
28, the level had risen another 7” to its highest level. The level steadily receded from that
peak to the current level which is again at the summer maximum of 843.5 (October 1).
Lake Kegonsa fared much better than Lakes Mendota, Monona, and Waubesa. During the same
four week period, Lake Waubesa rose more than 36” to a level 23” above the Lake Waubesa
summer target maximum.
Lake Waubesa is normally maintained at a level about 12-18” higher than Lake Kegonsa by the
locks and dam at Babcock Park. During August these locks were opened in an attempt to
relieve the flooding on Lakes Monona and Waubesa. In spite of increased weed-cutting efforts,
the vegetation in the Yahara River and Mud Lake dramatically reduces the flow between these
lakes, and Lake Waubesa remains about 10” above its target maximum.
The high levels prompted Dane County to issue no wake restrictions to reduce the risk of
shoreline damage. FOLKS members on the FOLKS Lake Network were notified about these
restrictions by email. To become a member of the Lake Network and receive this type of
information from Folks, simply send an email to folks@kegonsa.org.
For additional information on lake levels visit www.kegonsa.org

Lake Safety

FOLKS OFFICERS 2007
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President
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The Dane County Sheriff's Office, Marine and Trail Enforcement Bureau,
(formerly Lake Patrol) is responsible for safety on the lakes. Their telephone number is 608284-6870.

Send news of interest to FOLKS to:
P.O. Box 173
Stoughton, WI 53589 or
dluellwitz@pol.net

FOLKS monthly board meetings are held on
the last Monday of each month and the
public is welcome to attend. The next board
meeting is October 29, 2007 at 5:30 p.m.
Stoughton Country Club, 3165 Shady Side
Drive, Stoughton, WI 53589

Published five times yearly by The
Friends of Lake Kegonsa Society, Inc.
The opinions and information expressed
in this publication are for general
information only. Its authors and
publisher do not represent that
information herein is the official position
of any agency or governmental unit.
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Fish Camp Breakwater Update

FOLKS FALL SOCIAL
Please Join Fellow FOLKS Members
For an evening of food, dance and conversation
DATE AND TIME
Saturday, November 17, 2007
6:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

PLACE
Stoughton Country Club
3165 Shadyside Drive
Main Level

Cocktails

Recently FOLKS received correspondence from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
regarding the status of the construction of breakwater at Fish Camp County Park at the mouth of
the Yahara River.
The breakwater eroded several years ago and application was made to construct a new breakwater.
Concerns regarding flooding with the new design required design revisions. In September 2003, the
Department of Natural Resources, the Town of Dunn and Dane County Parks entered into a Letter
of Agreement in regards to each party's role in the construction of the breakwater. FOLKS hired an
engineer to redesign the breakwater. FOLKS was hopeful the new plans will be accepted by the
DNR and construction could be started.
According to the DNR, “The redesign proposed by FOLKS would place the top of the breakwater
below normal water levels on Lake Kegonsa during the boating season.” The DNR believes that the
design proposed by FOLKS exposes them to potential liabilities. They also believe that the project
as proposed would constitute a manmade navigational hazard. The DNR is therefore withdrawing
sponsorship of the project.

Cash Bar

6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Dinner
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Business Briefs and Door Prizes
8:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

The DNR would assist FOLKS in the permitting process if FOLKS wished to resubmit an application
with a new design.
It appears that there is no way the breakwater project is going to be acted upon or funded without
DNR sponsorship. Based on this latest communication from DNR it was decided that there was no
need to resubmit the application.

Dance to follow
Music
Sponsored by Friends of Lake Kegonsa Society

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Clip and return)

RESERVATION FORM:

Dinner Choice (please indicate how many): Prime Rib _______ Chicken Cordon Bleu _______ @$20.00 per
dinner
Number attending: _________
Check enclosed for the amount of: $_________________________
Names of Attending Member/s:
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________

Lake Kegonsa Fish Stocking
A FOLKS member posed the following question regarding fish stocking in Lake Kegonsa to DNR Fish
Biologist Kurt Welke. “Is the DNR trying to turn Lake Kegonsa into a Northern Pike lake? By the
numbers provided, it would seem that on the years that 7,8,&9 inch Northern Pike are planted, the
1 and 2 inch Walleye that are also planted are just providing food.”
Kurt’s reply was the following. “What you see is a matter of how the hatchery system works Walleyes get shoved out the door at 1.5 inches because they start to need fish diets - we can't feed
them so we stock them out. In theory Kegonsa receives 35/acre or 35 X 3209 acres = 112,000 as a
base quota.- some years due to surplus I get additions. Survival to year 1 is always low so starting
with 100,000 likely results in survival of a few thousand or less than 1 or 2 fish per acre by fall. A
stocked walleye lake of reasonable quality in Wisconsin has 3 adults / acre. You can see to get 3
fish to 15+ inches means loading the front end continually.
Story continued on Page 5.

Please R.S.V.P. By November 5, 2007
FOLKS: PO Box 173, Stoughton WI 53589
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Oldest Cottage??? (Continued From Page 4)
At the turn of the century there wasn’t any air conditioning. In fact, at the lake, there was no
electricity. The cottages all had a central section and on two or three sides, a screen porch. This
was where they slept on hot summer nights. Gus Gaea and son Ingof spent every summer at the
lake. Gaea named the cottage Valhalla, a Norwegian word for heaven. In 1951, Ingof married
Lois Paulson in the cottage. You can read more about Lois in the Hall of Fame Room at city hall.
The 1960s saw my family spending summers in our cottage. Ingof was the projectionist at the
Badger Theater, two shows a night, and when he neared his cottage at 11 p.m. or so, he would
honk his car horn to let Lois know he was almost home. We never got much sleep until Ingof was
safely home.
Gaea passed away, then Gus and then Ingolf. In 1976, Lois remarried, Tut Kvamme. Together
they modernized the old place and lived there together for six happy years. After Tut’s death in
1983, Lois stayed year around until she died in the 1990’s. The folks who own it now like it just
the way it is so if you drive by it isn’t much different then it was in 1898.

The Oldest Cottage ???
By Doug Pfundheller
In 1962 when we bought our cottage, Charlie Johnson lived in the blue cottage to the east. Two lots
to the west, through a grove of oak trees, was the Roe cottage. Gus Roe owned it and at that time
was in his late 80’s and sharp as a tack. With my interest in history, it wasn’t long before Gus and I
had long talks about the history of the lake. He told me about seeing the first boat on the lake with
a motor and what things were like in the old days. He said that be thought his cottage was one of
the first on the lake. Then he thought for awhile and said, “No, the center section of your place was
there before mine. The carpenters lived there when they built ours.” He then said to wait a second
and went into his house and brought out the picture you see with this story. He told me that the
lake shore cottage you see in the picture became the center section of our cottage. It was moved
three times and added onto every time. He knew the picture was taken before 1898 and then told
me about the people in the picture.
To the far left, just barely visible, by the black dog, is a dwarf named Claus Leute. He was a watch
maker from Switzerland and after city hall was built in 1900, he kept the clock in the tower running.
Next were Mr. & Mrs Ole Melaas and their daughter Gaea. Mr. Melaas bought three lots on the lake
from Ole J. Quam in 1870. Next were Dr. & Mrs. Iverson. Dr Iverson was the founder of the
Stoughton Hospital and Stoughton’s first Physician. He was also one of the first doctors in Wisconsin
to do cataract surgery. Last was another dwarf, a friend of Claus, who worked at the Melaas drug
store. Gus didn’t give me a name.
In 1898 Mr. Melaas built a regular cottage back from the lake shore. It still stands there today at
1934 Quam Pt. Dr. They called the area Melaas Park and they celebrated their 25th Anniversary
there. In 1910, Gaea Melaas married Gus Roe in the cottage. Gaea was one of the first female
druggist in Wisconsin. Gus was a business man and built the home on East Washington St. that is
now the Roe B. & B. He also owned a car dealership located in the Roe Building across the street
from the library. He also owned the theater.
Story Continued on Page 5.
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Fish Stocking (Continued from Page 3)
Pike are stocked at much lower numbers - typically a cap of 2500 per lake as fall fingerling or
the 7-9" fish you mention. They are stocked at this size because they survive much better than
if stocked at a smaller size. By September, a walleye will be 6+ inches so it is unlikely a 7"
northern presents any threat. There is some habitat partitioning too - often they are not in the
same habitats. By and large, perch are the main forage.
It is unfortunate we have to stock at all - however, the historic wetlands have been lost and/or
have changed (sediment, water level, etc) and fish spawning is erratic and limited. Heavy
fishing pressure necessitates conservative management and recurrent stocking to keep the
wheels on.
Kegonsa is the most enigmatic lake - it is a bear to sample and of all the lakes, I have the least
confidence in our extrapolations of samples we take - our samples are often mediocre because
of conditions that make catching fish tough - we often get wind, poor visibility, and difficulty
accessing the habitats where fish hang out - our shocking equipment limits us to 4' and less when piers and lack of weeds push us farther off shore, we get less fish from which to
characterize the fishery. Nonetheless, it has a better than average panfish resource and decent
pike size structure and numbers. Walleyes tend to run smaller as do bass when you compare
to other lakes in the chain. All lakes cannot be all things to all anglers. Kegonsa is a turbid lake
with limited vegetation and heavily developed shores, its potential is limited as to what it can
produce given its sidebars.”
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