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President’s Message - Ray Potempa
The property rights of FOLKS members will be affected by both the proposed revisions to NR 115
(Department of Natural Resources regulation regarding shoreland management) and the current proposed
changes in county zoning ordinances. These revisions and changes are very confusing to many people in
government positions. For the average shoreland property owner, the workings of the governmental
procedures appear to be beyond the realm of normal comprehension. In the news, we hear of special
interest groups supporting regulatory changes in order to enhance their respective positions. When lakes
and rivers are involved, the number of special interests increases substantially. In the case of NR 115
being statewide, the special interests vary by northern vs. southern, rural vs. urban, recreational users vs.
property owners, and the list goes on. There is no shortage of stakeholders involved in this process.
In Dane County, the special interests of a neighborhood association in the Lake Wingra area has sparked
the current activity in altering zoning ordinances prior to reacting to NR 115 provisions ultimately approved
by the Legislature. Some special interest groups are of the opinion that more restrictions are needed
because current riparians lack the desire to maintain or improve the quality of the Yahara Lakes.
Now is the time to become actively involved in this governmental process. Make it point to attend the
public hearings to learn about the proposed changes. (See articles on page 2). Contact your State, County,
and Town elected officials for their respective interpretations of the proposed changes. Ask the most
important question(s), “how will these proposed changes affect my property?” Answers to following types
of questions may be very enlighting:
•
•
•
•
•

Must my realtor inform the potential buyers that the parcel is substandard?
What will happen with my real estate tax bill?
How much does it cost to apply for building variance on substandard parcels?
Will a mitigation permit(s) be required for substandard parcels?
Must I perform remedial actions to comply with the proposed changes?

Since 92% of Lake Kegonsa’ shoreline parcels would be classified as “substandard” by the proposed
changes, they have direct impact on FOLKS members.

For More About FOLKS, Visit Our
Website at WWW.Kegonsa.org
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Shoreland Zoning Rules (NR 115)
NR 115 contains statewide standards for shoreland development in unincorporated areas. NR
115 is being comprehensively revised for the first time since it took effect in 1968. The
intention of these revisions is to enhance the protection of lake ecosystems, property values,
and the rights of property owners and the public. A draft of the proposed revisions is available
on DNR’s website. Go to http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/dsfm/shore/news.htm for this
important information. The final revisions will impact on Dane County zoning ordinances
currently in place for Lake Kegonsa.

Substitute Amendments to Shoreland Zoning
Dane County Supervisor Patrick Miles is proposing an alternative Sub(stitute) 2 to the two
existing shoreland zoning amendments namely Ordinance Amendment (OA) 36 and OA 36 Sub
1. These amendments would change Dane County ordinance Chapter 11, Shoreland,
Shoreland-Wetland and Inland- Wetland Regulations. All of these proposed zoning changes
deal primarily with the property owner ability to sell, remodel, or rebuild their shoreland
parcels.
OA 36 Sub 3 is also being proposed which would provide that lots that were recorded prior to
the adoption of shoreland zoning are buildable even if the lot size is substandard as to lot size
and/or width. This amendment affects over 17,000 shoreline lots in Dane County.

Boat Safety Inspectors Ran Out of Decals
As part of “Take A Stake In The Lakes” activities, FOLKS organized boat safety inspection
afternoon at Fish Camp Boat Launch on June 17, 2007. Four certified inspectors from the U.S.
Power Squadrons spent 5 hours on Father’s Day conducting the safety reviews. Sheriff’s
deputies were on hand to conduct noise readings plus the Park Rangers and DNR wardens
assisting boaters. The event ended when the inspectors ran out of the windshield decals which
are affixed after the inspections. The Power Squadrons’ chief commented that this was the
best event in their history both in number of inspections and the cooperative nature of the
boaters. We already know that Kegonsa boaters are a friendly group.

Save The Date!!! Saturday November 17, 2007
FOLKS Fall Social, Stoughton Country Club
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Send news of interest to FOLKS to:
P.O. Box 173
Stoughton, WI 53589 or
dluellwitz@pol.net

FOLKS monthly board meetings are held on
the last Monday of each month and the
public is welcome to attend. The next board
meeting is August 27, 2007 at 5:30 p.m.
Stoughton Country Club, 3165 Shady Side
Drive, Stoughton, WI 53589

Published five times yearly by The
Friends of Lake Kegonsa Society, Inc.
The opinions and information expressed
in this publication are for general
information only. Its authors and
publisher do not represent that
information herein is the official position
of any agency or governmental unit.

Watch your mail for an invitation. More information coming in the October newsletter and on
our website at www.kegonsa.org.
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Bid for the National Bio and Agro Defense Facility was lost

Invading Asian carp pose unusual threat

As reported to the FOLKS membership previously, the University of Wisconsin submitted a bid to the
Federal Department of Homeland Security to locate the National Bio and Agro Defense Facility at the
Kegonsa Research Campus on Schneider Drive. On July 12, 2007, the University was informed that
their bid failed to survive by Homeland Security. Although the bid was supported by both the
Governor and Dane County Executive, strong opposition was voiced by the Town of Dunn and the
Dane County Board.

By Dan Wilcox
US Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District
Submitted by Jim Gray, Fisheries Committee
The reason Asian carp are in the news these days
isn't just because they are invading northward up the
Mississippi River, or because they look so strange,
grow so big, or pose a threat to aquatic ecosystems.

Later in the month, Irwin Goldman, associate dean for research in the College of Agricultural and Life
Sciences, said “It was a pretty eye-opening discussion for us”. In the four principal evaluation
categories, the UW bid was rated only 75 for “community acceptance”. The lesson learned is
informing and gaining support from the local stakeholders before submitting the bid.

Protected Properties in the Door Creek Wetlands
Starting in 2000, the WDNR and Dane County have been actively seeking properties in the Door Creek
Wetlands Resource Area in order to place them in the “Protected” classification. To date, 638 acres
have been acquired and placed in the “Protected Properties” category. These agencies are is
discussions with the owners of two remaining parcels which are adjacent to the Door Creek
When all of the adjacent properties are acquired, the planning to eliminate the existing berms of the
channelization of Door Creek can be started. Door Creek is the second largest inflow into Lake
Kegonsa, by increasing the efficiency of these wetlands to filter the incoming waters overall water
quality in the Lake should be improved. Rapid development in the area between Cottage Grove/Sun
Prairie and the City of Madison, which is the watershed of Door Creek, is expected to increase
potential runoff into the Lake Kegonsa. Establishing a better filter in these wetlands would be a
definite benefit for our Lake.

History of Fish Camp Park is Coming
Dane County Parks is working a developing an interpretative museum for Fish Camp Park. It is
anticipated the outdoor museum will included a number of kiosks and other displays depicting the
early days of the Fish Camp facilities and the harvesting of rough fish from the Lake. They are
collecting old photographs and other materials on the activities and people at Fish Camp. For
example, on July 5, 1962 it was reported that the Conservation Department employees using big nets
on Lake Kegonsa netted some 40,000 pounds of carp.

It's because they leap out of the water and smack
boaters!

A silver carp, startled by the motorboat,
leaps more than six feet out of the
Illinois River.
(Photo by John Chick, Illinois Natural
History Survey)

The invading Asian silver carp spend much of their
time basking near the surface, sucking down
plankton. When startled by an approaching
motorboat, they can jump more than six feet out of
the water and have hit recreational boaters and
fisheries biologists.
Needless to say, these collisions make news.

The four species of Asian carp poised to invade rivers and lakes in the St. Louis District region are
silver carp, grass carp, bighead carp, and black carp. All these fish species were originally brought
into the U.S. from Asia to manage water quality and vegetation in catfish aquaculture (catfish farms)
in the South. These fish escaped into the lower Mississippi River and have spread northward.
Grass carp have been stocked widely, and are now found throughout much of the country and in
some rivers and lakes in Wisconsin. Bighead and silver carp have invaded the Mississippi, Missouri,
Illinois, and Ohio rivers. A bighead carp was captured in Lake Pepin last fall, the northernmost record
in the Mississippi River to date. The leaping silver carp have invaded the Mississippi River as far
north as Pool 18, upriver of Burlington, Iowa. Black carp have been found in a floodplain lake along
the Mississippi River in southern Illinois.
Unlike common carp, the grass, silver, bighead and black carp are not bottom-feeders, so they don't
have a bottom-oriented sucker mouth or barbels. They are all elongated fish with big scales and
eyes placed low on their head. And they can grow big, to more than 50 pounds.
Asian carp pose many threats to native fish and aquatic ecosystems. Grass carp eat aquatic plants.
Silver and black carp compete for plankton with native fish like paddlefish and gizzard shad. Black
carp eat snails and clams. Although black carp may eat zebra mussels, another exotic invader that is
causing a lot of problems, they also eat juvenile native mussels and snails.
A lot of people are trying to halt the spread of the Asian carp. St. Paul and Rock Island districts; the
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois state natural resource agencies; the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; and the U.S. Geological Survey are cooperating to find effective ways to limit the invasion of
Asian carp and other non-indigenous fish up the Mississippi River.
Story continued on Page 5.
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New Conservation Warden with a few boating safety tips
Dane County- Conservation Warden Tyler Strelow is a new warden with the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). Warden Strelow’s administrative area is the eastern side of Dane County which
includes Lake Kegonsa.
Warden Strelow is one of the three conservation wardens in Dane County and will be patrolling Lake
Kegonsa this summer. Conservation Wardens and Sheriff Department Deputies are in charge of
patrolling Dane County lakes.

How to Buy a Cottage
By Doug Pfundheller
In last year’s news letter, I wrote about the first catamaran on the lake. In the article, I mentioned
buying our cottage and that would be a story for another time. Now’s the time.
Our sailboat was finished in the spring of 1962. It was too big to trailer so we needed a place on the
lake to moor it. The boat also seemed too big for a lift. On a nice Saturday morning in June, I went
down to my friend Hank Bjoin’s real estate office and asked Hank to help me find a place on the
lake. A vacant lot or an old cottage would do. Hank knew the lake, he was a sailor, owned property
on the lake, and was one of the three developers of Williams Point. He drove a white Cadillac
convertible and on this nice spring day the top was down.
Out to the lake we went and slowly drove around, from Hwy. AB to Sunnyside. We had not found
anything. Hank stopped the car and asked me, “If you had your choice of any place on the lake
where would you like to be?” I replied, “Dewey Bay.” It would be a bit sheltered from the winds
from three directions and would be easier on a moored boat. We drove back around the lake to
Quam Dr. and there Hank stopped the car and said, “Charlie Thompson from Rockford owns these
two cottages, the yellow one and the blue one, he doesn’t need both of them and he is here now
because his car is in the driveway. Let’s make out an offer to purchase and see what happens.”
Hank had an offer in the glove box so we filled it out with just the street name. [Things were a little
informal back then]. Hank asked me what I wanted to offer and I said, “Let’s try $10,000.”
Hank took the offer and went up on the back porch and knocked on the door. I had never left the
car. Charlie came to the door, they talked, Hank handed him the offer. Charlie read it, said
something to Hank and Hank called out to me, “Charlie says O.K. Which one do you want?” I
shouted back that I’d take the yellow one because it sat in a park like setting. [see picture] Charlie
shouted back, “You are a dummy, I’ve got a toilet in the blue one.”

Warden Strelow has a few tips that will help protect boaters and the lake:
-Wear your life jacket.
-Don’t mix boating and alcohol.
-Be familiar with and check your equipment before you get on the water.
-Read the boating regulations every year.
-Be sure to pull off all vegetation and drain all water from your boat and trailer before you leave the
landing.
-Be courteous to other boaters, there is room for everyone on the water.
If you have any boating or other DNR related questions please contact the Fitchburg Service Center at
608-275-3266. To report an on going DNR violation please call 1-800-TIP-WDNR. Have a safe and
enjoyable boating season.

Asian Carp (Continued for Page 3)
Various technologies are being considered to deter the fish from moving upriver -- an electrical barrier,
sonic bubble curtains (an air hose and a set of speakers that emit a sound that is annoying to fish), and
pheromones (chemical fish attractants/repellants).
If any of these options are feasible, they may be implemented somewhere in the Upper Mississippi
River. An electronic fish barrier is already in place on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal to keep fish
from moving between the Illinois River and Lake Michigan.
However, the Asian carp do have something positive going for them. Unlike the bottom-feeding
common carp, the Asian carp taste good! Private entrepreneurs are commercially processing silver and
bighead carp caught from the Illinois River. Their flesh is firm, slightly translucent, and white and mildtasting when cooked. Maybe chef Paul Prudhomme of New Orleans will invent a wildly popular recipe
for Asian carp. If we can't stop these boater-smacking invaders, let's eat them!

(Dan Wilcox is a biologist with St. Paul District)

That was 45 years ago and we’re still here. The yellow cottage is long gone and so is the sailboat
and the park like setting, but we’ve had a wonderful time on Lake Kegonsa.
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